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CONFIDENTIAL 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

OFFICE  OF  THE  ADJUTANT  GENERAL 
WASHINGTON,  D.C.  20310 


IN  REfH.Y  REFER  TO 


AGAM-P  (M)  (19  Apr  67)  FOR  OT 


24  April  1967 


SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  HQ,  I  Field  Force 
Vietnam  Artillery 


:  SEE  DISTRIBUTION 

Ql.  Forwarded  as  inclosure  is  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned, 
eadquarters,  I  Field  Force  Vietnam  Artillery  for  quarterly  period  ending 
1;  January  1967.  Information  contained  in  this  report  should  be  reviewed 
^^and  evaluated  by  GDC  in  accordance  with  paragraph  6f  of  AR  1-19  and  by 
^JONARC  in  accordance  with  paragraph  6c  and  d  of  AR  1-19.  Evaluations  and 
corrective  actions  should  be  reported  to  ACSFOR  OT  within  90  days  of 
Q^eceipt  of  covering  letter. 


2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  the  Com¬ 
mandants  of  the  Service  Schools  to  insure  appropriate  benefits  in  the 
future  from  lessons  learned  during  current  operations,  and  may  be  adapted 
for  use  in  developing  training  material. 


BY  ORDER  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  ARMY: 
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DISTRIBUTION: 

Commanding  General 

US  Army  Combat  Development  Command 
US  Continental  Anny  Command 
Commandants 

US  Array  Command  and  General  Staff  College 

US  Army  War  College 

US  Array  Air  Defense  School 

US  Army  Artillery  and  Missile  School 

US  Army  Armor  School 

US  Army  Chemical  Corps  School 

US  Army  Engineer  School 

US  Army  Military  Police  School 

US  Army  Infantry  School 

US  Army  Intelligence  School 

US  Army  Medical  Field  Service  School 


KENNETH  G.  WICKHAM 
Major  General,  USA 
The  Adjutant  General 
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AVFA-AT-D  1?  February  1967 

SUDJF-flT;  Operational  Report  of  I,«ssons  Learned  for  Quarterly  Period 

Ending  31  January  1967,  RCS  (CSPOR-65)  (li)  > 

r.  Ounn,  A  change  of  command  ceremony  was  held  at  the  ^th  Special  Forces 
Oroup  (Airborne)  Quadrangle,  'JHA  TRA"G.  Massed  Colors  from  the  $2d  Artil- 
Irry  Croup  and  the  battalions  attached  to  I  Field  Force  Vietnam  Artillery 
'.{'re  in  attendance.  Captain  Donald  Borden,  Commanding  Officer,  Headquarters 
Battery,  I  Field  Force  Vietnam  .trtniery  was  commander  of  troops. 

g.  Headquarters,  I  Field  Force  Vietnam  Artlllary  (?orwai>d)(t^'I 

NHON^  was  established  in  QDI  ‘•'HOK  on  29  Dec  66  and  becasKi  of;erationai  5  . 

Jan  6?.  The  mission  of  this  forward  co.Tnand  post  is  to  act  as  an  extension 
of  Headquarters,  I  Field  Force  Vietnam  Artillery  and  to  provide  command  ^  i 
and  control  of  battalions  in  the  QCl  N'HOH  -  PHU  CAT  area.  The  units  under 
control  of  this  headquarters  are  7th  Battalion,  i3th  Artillery^  3d  Battal-..^. 
ion,  l8th  Artillery}  Ist  Battalion,  30th  Artillery,  and  Battery  B,  29th 
Artillery  (Searchlight).  Headquarters,  I  Field  Force  Vietnam  Artillery 

( Forward) (<^> I  NHOH)  is  collocated  with  1st  Battalion,  30th  Artillery. 

h.  On  Ih  Jan  67  the  3d  Baxtalion,  18th  Artillery  was  reattached... 

to  52d  Artillery  with  no  change  in  mission,  ■’ 

t.  Headquarters  Battery,  8th  Battalion,  26th  Artillery  (Target  i 
.Acquisition)  arrived  in  II  Corps  Tactical  Zone  for  employment  under  I 
Field  Force  Vietnam  Artillery.  The  advance  party  arrived  on  8  January 
1967  with  the  main  body  following  on  19  January  196?.  Unit  equipment 
and  imi^diiTrnta  have  been  received  and  as  of  the  end  of  the  report  period 
the  unit  was  nearing  operational  readiness.  Plans  have  been  coiqsleted  at 
"Q,  I  Field  ®’orce  Vietnam  Artillery  for  mi'^sion  a38ignin6nt.s  for  the  unit's 
two  met  sections,  six  AN/M^O-lOA  countormortar  radar  sections  and  three 
'survey  sections.  The  battery  is  stationed  at  QUI  NHON,  RVN  and  has  been 
attached  to  1st  Battalion,  30th  Artillery  for  quarter.^  and  rations.  Oper¬ 
ational  Control  has  been  retained  by  HQ,  I  Field  Force  Vietna-m  Artillery. 

2.  (C)  Operations  and  Tralnlag :  Statistics  for  artillery  assigned, 

att.sched  or  under  operational  control  of  IPFCRGEV  during  the  report  period 
are  as  follows:  ' 


a  Missions  Fired: 

KOV 

DEC 

JAN 

■"( 

Neutralization, 

$,327 

$,7hh 

8,196 

mK  □! 

Destruction,  etc. 

f-  ■ ' 
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H  &  I 

la, 61:9 

$Of$22 

51,803 
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TOTAL 

li6,976 

56,266 

59,999 

Observed 

l:,391 

1:,188 

5,28)4 
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Unobserved 

52,078 

5h,7l5 
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SLCTICJJ  %  (G)  SIGNIFICAi^T  CRGAmATICJl  OR  UHIT  ACTIVITIES 

1,  (C)  Gisneral: 

a.  On  t3  Novesibor  1966,  Colonel  Ashley  A.  Blinn  assumed  comiriand 
from  Colonel  Linton  6.  Boatwright,  of  I  Field  Force  Vi.etnam  Artillery. 

b.  The  7th  Battalion,  /3Ui  Aruiliery  received  its  equipment  and 
became  fully  operational  on  15  Kovember  1966,  Its  base  camp  is  KAKl'ICND  Army 
Airfield  near  PliU  CAT, 

c.  The  II  Corps  Naval  Gunfirs  Liaison  Officer  jciocated  on.  1 
nficember  1966  fran  tk,  II  Corps  in  FLSIKU  to  KQ,  I  FFOKCSV  Arty  in  NHA  TEANG. 
This  relocation  has  facilitated  the  integration  of  Naval  gunfire  into  fire 
support  coordination  and  planiaing  for  US,  HOK,  and  ARVN  operations. 

d.  Headquaiiic-rs,  I  Field  loic^  -.xetiuiii  Aitillco'  (Forward) (DBNG 
i(A)  TO3  established  at  DONG  i{A,  RVN  on  3  Boc  66  to  exorcise  comuand  and  con¬ 
trol  of  the  US  Amy 'artillery  battalions  stationed  in  I  CTZ.  The  three  bat¬ 
talions,  1st  B&ttxilion,  AOth  Artilleiy;  lat  BattcJion,  /tLth  Artillery  with 
battery  0,  65bh  Artillery  attached;  <md  2d  Battalion,  9Atli  Artillery  with 
Aattery  B,  6th  Battalion,  27th  Artillery  attached,  are  attached  to  I  Field 
Force  Vietnam  Artillery  and  under  Operational  Control  of  III  Narine  Amphib¬ 
ious  Foi'co,  The  miosion  of  this  Forward  Command  Post  is  to  act  as  an  exten¬ 
sion  of  Headquarters,  I  Field  Force  Vietnam  Arti3,lery,  to  provide  command 
and  control  less  operational  control,  of  the  Ub  Armi’  artillery  units  in  I 
‘3’77.  and  to  monitor  admLnistivitive  and  logisti-cai  su}>pori  provided  r88j)ective- 
iy  by  ill  MAT’,  Headquarters,  1  Field  Fores  Vietnam,  and  1st  I'jogistical  Gora- 
mand. 

0.  On  V  December  1966,  Colonel  Jerzy  F'.  lAxut  assumed  ccKimand  of 
Field  Force  Vietnam  Artiilery  from  Colonel  Asnlcv  A,  Bl.lnn. 

f.  'mi  19  bcca.iber  ",  966,  '  '.Ijadic-r  "/.•  ;eral  de-u  ussiu-e 

Jr.  assu/neci  cc;;j-.ino  of  i  Fieio  .'orif  v'ifunaa.  -.jlrl.lciy  fix>m  Colonel  Jerry 
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WFA-AT-D  15  Pebruaiy  196? 

SUBJECT;  Operational  He port  of  Lessons  Learned  for  Qiiarterly  Period 
Ending  31  January  196?,  RCS  (CSFOH-65)  (U) 


Anmunition  Expended; 

MOV 

DBG 

JAK 

(1)  2.75 

5,460 

9,475 

12,667 

(2)  105  IIS 

114,920 

108,139 

116,525 

105  111 

1,836 

2,048 

2,727 

105  WP 

18,215 

17,479 

20,305 

105  SWI 

4,066 

3,237 

6,252 

105  other 

10 

0 

21 

TOTAL 

139,047 

130,  903 

145,830 

(3)  155  IIE 

22,729 

24,577 

25,055 

155  lU 

1,210 

856 

1,753 

155  V/P 

1,  970 

1,923 

1,635 

155  SW( 

455 

.  455. 

. .493.. 

TOTAL 

26,364 

27,811 

28,936 

(4)  8-ii<ch  ilE 

8,490 

9,721 

7,307 

(5)  175™  HE 

5,743 

8,401 

7,001 

3.  (C)  Logistics; 

a.  Periodic  Logistics  Report; 

(1)  The  value  of  the  Periodic  Logistic  i'teport  (RCS  AVHGD-35)> 
became  more  apparent  during  this  reporting  quarter.  Kon-divisional  US  Anny 
artillery  units  in  I  CTZ  and  II  CT2  began  to  receive  reports  of  actions 
taken  by  the  responsible  support  conmand.  As  a  result,  the  status  of  PLL 
has  been  improved. 

(2)  The  frequency  of  sufcadtting  this  report  should  be  changed 
to  every  two  weeks.  Less  reporting  would  residt  and  more  time  v/ould  be 
available  in  which  support  agencies  could  react, 

b.  The  lack  of  the  rollo;/3ne  maintenance  float  items  at  USAbO, 

JUI  NHON  and  CAl'i  ibVWH  continues  to  adversely  affect  the  supnoH  of  artil¬ 
lery  units  in  XI  tT2: 


coNnom 
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>H"''A-AT-D  1^  February  1967 

:.uii.'i‘;CT:  Operational  Roncrt  cf  uessons  i^ariisd  i'or  Quari'.’rly  Period 
Ending  31  Jaivjaz^  i967»  liOS  (C:-.r0!i-65)  (U) 


(1)  ?cuK>randc  Telcscone,  hli5  (8-iJich  Kow  and  175cui  Guii) 
(k)  Panoramic  Telescooe,  EJ3  7  (lOJmii  How  SP) 

(3)  Gonez'atcr  Set,  ?U  .1(7/  (AN/j'iPQ-lA  Ibidar) 

(4)  P-108,  105uiii  How  S? 


c.  Tiv3  shortage  of  rawLnsonde  syateni  cxtyiiidablo  itejns  has 
csvised  tlic  deadline  of  several  of  these  systeias  in  JI  CTZ. 


d.  The  long  lines  of  comvjnicatioris  betweon  the  US  Ajtny  Support 
'oniiAnd,  .QUI  KHON,  the  DA  KAfv'G  Sub-area  Cowiiand  (275  Kl-:),  anc;  the  FSA  at 
fj'  ioG  hA  (145  KPi)  raako  it  imperative  to  have  aircraft  for  the  ti'ansportation 
of  ai'tilLoiy  weajjons  repair  parts  and  other  critical  sutpiies.  The  air 
trans.'ort  capability  for  resupplj'  functiazs  between  I  ai'd  II  C-TZ  is  inade- 
Cjuate. 


4.  (U)  PEnoOhMiL; 

a.  Personnel  and  Adjninistratic/i ; 

Strength  figures  of  HQ,  I  KFd'iCEV  Arty  on  31  January  1967  'were 


OFF 

WO 

Authorized 

34 

2 

159 

Assigned 

36 

2 

Present  for  Duty 

34 

2 

127 

Hert  and  Kecu^zeratio;, 

The  foil  wing  1(&R  quotas  were  : 

received 

and  utilized 

NOVEKBSit 

DECEr.BEl 

It 

JAKUARY 

4 

2 

4 

c,  Av/ards  and  Decorations: 

The  following  awards  and  decorations  were  presented  during 


this  {xjriod 


r 
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AVFA-AT-D  15  February  196? 

SUBJliCT:  Operational  Report  of  Lessons  Learned  for  Quarterly  Period 
Ending  31  January  19t>7,  nob  (Cw,FOu-65)  (0) 

NOVEl-iBER  D..C:ii-J3£R  JAM:ARY 

OFF  WO  EFi  OFF  V/C  Fj«*  OFF  :iC  a* 


Air  Eedal  1 

Bronze  Star  2  1 


Amy  Conoendation  3 

F^dal 


d.  horale  and  Discipline: 

Ibe  morale  and  discipline  Jiave  continued  to  be  excellent 
throng  the  reporting  period. 

SECTIOW  2  (G)  COM>iAI\’DEli‘S  OBSERVATIGlvb  .uND  RECOrl.iii'DATJDNS 

Part  I  Observation  (lessons  learned) 

a.  Item:  Naval  Gunfire  in  Support  of  Operations. 

Discussion;  There  are  uiany  II  CTZ  areas  of  tactical 
iijportancs  in  wl.ich  naval  gunfire  can  be  used  to  support  operations.  The 
US  Navy  provides  fire  support  to  ARW  and  FV/iiAF;  however,  US  observers 
and  spotters  must  adjust  and  control  tiie  gunfire. 

Observation:  Field  Artillery  forward  observers  and  key 
Infantiy  personnel  .to  platoon  leader  level  should  receive  service  school 
training  in  the  control  and  adjustment  of  naval  gunfires. 

b.  Item;  Coordination  and  Clearance  of  Fires, 

Discussion;  The  presence  of  friendly  non-US  forces  and 
civilians  in  the  combat  area  of  oporati-ons  ).ac  required  the  establishment 
of  coordination  and  clearance  procedures  to  avoid  ccnflict  between  units 
and  to  preclude  wounding  or  killing  of  non-combatants. 

Observation;  Procedures  used  in  Vietnam  would  be  a 
worth-while  addition  to  tactics  classes  in  US  Army  Service  Schools, 

c.  Jtem;  Shell  APEitS-T  XH-^U6  (Beehive). 

Discussion;  Beehive  ar!i!.iunition  was  employed  .again-st 
enemy  personnel  during  the  enemy  attack  of  Landing  Zone  Bird  on  2? 
Deconber  1966.  Units  occupying  this  LZ  were  Battery  B,  2d  Batia.lion.. 


5 

onmittL 


A'/FA-AT-D 

uUBJZCT: 


].5  February  196? 

Operational  noport  oi'  Lecsons  Learned  i'or  Qiartoriy  Period 
ilndnng  Ji  January  1907,  iiGS  (OaFOj-.-oi.)  (0) 


j  9th  Artillery 
i>lti5nua  Towed). 


{lO^ira;  :’owed)  airi  ihatUry  C,  6tn  Battrdion,  J.6th  iVrtillerj' 
Two  i'otanus  oi  .  .'piii;.  beehive  c'u.u.unitioi:  were  e;:}2or.ded  and. 


;  hough  enemy  KIA  atPribuoable  uo  t;a  u  n.-ii:;ition  could  not  be  determined, 
it  rras  credited  v.j.th  bx'oakint,  u,j  «.'.c  doL..Oiw  i‘oi-ceu  suifered  £52  KIA. 


Observation:  The  beesdve  routed  in  direct  fire  is  'extremely 

offecti’/e . 


d.  Item:  Combat  duppcrc-  Coorcination  Centers 

Discussion:  The  enemy  attacKod  PLiIKU  on  7  January  196? 
iiith  mortars  and  irifaritry.  ix)catian  of  the  cneny'  mortars  by  countennortar 
radar  was  hindenjd  by  ijeavy  fi'ionujy  ccunterfiros ,  The  raaars  could  irot 
discern  between  friendly  and  eneny  tracks. 

Observation:  Defensive  teclmiques  of  Combat  Support  Coordination 
Centers  should  include  isans  of  coiitrcllij.g  counterfire  measures  if  holding 
these  fires  aipears  prudent . 

PAd'f  II,  Pecarm>ondation: 

Reconaaend  tlflt  the  Periodic  Logistics  deport  (KCS  AVHGD-35)  be 
revised  to  include  a  two  v/eek  reporting  period  ii-sotead  of  one  week. 


1  iHcl  b.  H.  deSAUSSUiffi 

Organizational  .Structure  Brigadier  Genercil,  USA 

Command  ing 

DIi-TRIBUTION: 

2  -  ClKCUSAH’thAC,  ATTR;  GPOP-W,  APO  96.5  5^5 

3  -  DCG,  USARV,  AITN:  AVC-IilST,  AFO  96307 

4  -  CG,  1  FFCkCdV,  ATilC:  AWA-GC-W/f,  A.pO  96350 
1  -  FILS 


Incl  1  (Organizational  Structure),  To  Operational  Report  of  Lessons 
*J  Learned  for  Quarterly  Period  EndLnr  31  January  1967  (RG3  CSFOR-65) 

ORGANIZATIONAL  STaiJOrURE 

Artillery  units  attached  to  T  Field  Force  Vietnam  Artillery  during  the 
reporting  period. 

HQ,  I  Field  Force  Vietnam  Artillery  (Forward)  (Qtfl  NHON) 

HQ,  I  Field  Force  Vietnam  Artillery  (Forward)  (IDNG  HA) 

52nd  Artillery  Group; 

3rd  Battalion,  6th  Artillery  (105mm  S?) 

6th  Battalion,  Ihth  Artillery  (f5"/l?5mm  S®) 

3rd  Battalion,  18th  Artillery  (8''/l?5mm  SP) 

7?th  Field  Artillery  Dets-chment  (Radar) 

235th  Field  Artillery  Detachment  (Radar) 

237th  Field  Artillery  Detachment  (Radar) 

7th  Battalion,  13th  Artillery  (105a'n  T) 

5th  Battalion,  27th  Artillery  (105inm  T) 

Ist  Battalion,  30th  Artillery  (l55mm  T) 

1st  Battalion,  liOth  Artillery  (]05;nm  S?) 

1st  Battalion,  Ulith  Artillery  (AW  SP) 

Battery  0,  65th  Artillery  (50  Oal  Wi) 

2nd  Battalion,  9hth  Artillery  (175m.'n  SP) 

Battery  B,  6th  Battalion,  27tb  Artillery  (175iw'  SP) 

Headqua’^ters  and  Headquarters  Battery,  8th  Target  Acquisition 
Battalion,  26th  Artillery 

BaT.tery  B,  ?5th  ArtilVry  (S-archlirht) 

Field  Artillery  letachiwnt  (Radar) 
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AVFA-aC-OT  (15  Feb  6?)  1st  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  Lessons  Learned  for  Quarterly  Period 
Ending  31  January  1967,  RCS  (CSFOR-65)  (u) 

HEADQUARTERS,  I  FIEID  TORCE  VIETNAM,  APO  96350  8  MAR  1967 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Develop’-sm .  Dcprr^^iant  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.C.,  20310 

1.  (U)  This  headquarters  concurs  with  the  conteni-s  the  Opera¬ 
tional  Report  of  Lessons  Learned  for  Quarterly  Period  31  January 

1967  of  I  FFORCEV  Artillery,  with  the  following  comments, 

2.  (C)  Reference  Section  I,  page  3  -  Significant  Asti"??- ties. 

a.  Reference  paragraph  3^5  The  existing  shortage  of  mainte¬ 
nance  float  items  has  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Cos^anding 
General,  1st  Logistical  Command j  however,  as  of  this  date  the  shortages 
still  exist. 


b.  Reference  paragraph  3c:  Follow-up  action  cannot  be  initi¬ 
ated  until  specific  shortages  are  forwarded.  Upon  receipt  of  itemized 
shortages  necessary  follow-up  action  will  be  taken. 

3*  (C)  Reference  Section  2,  Part  II  -  Recammendations: 

I  FFORCEV  (U)  message  B-0730,  subject:  Periodic  Logistical 
Report  procedures,  atg  250909Z  January  1967>  recommended  that  the  re¬ 
port  be  changed  to  a  bi-weekly  report. 


FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


chXrles  u  jUjtiyawit 
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